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trade with the East cannot be defended upon general princi-
ples, there can be no doubt but that Europe collectively
benefited to no inconsiderable extent by the check which
this attack on the trade that formerly passed through Tur-
kish dominions must have given to the resources of that
terrible foe to the civilised nations of the West. The
Ottoman Empire was already beginning to decay, de-
stroyed by the love of luxury and ease, the outcome of
easily-gained wealth due to a long monopoly of the
Eastern trade. The great and valiant rulers of the past
were now succeeded by weak and vicious Sultans, and the
destruction of their commerce with India and the East,
followed in 1571 by the signal defeat of their navy off
Patras by a combined fleet of the Mediterranean powers,
effectually put a stop to their further European conquests.
By a curious irony of fate, Venice and Genoa, two of the
nations who, although they flourished by means of the
Eastern trade that passed through the Ottoman Empire,
took part in a combined expedition against that State.
and shared with it in a decadence of wealth and power
upon the diversion of the Eastern trade from its ancient
channels to the direct sea-route to Europe.

Amongst the difficulties that beset Portugal in her com-
munications with India, by no means the least was the
obligation placed upon her by the famous Bull of Pope
Alexander VI., to propagate the Catholic Religion in all
new lands discovered by her, as a condition of being
allowed to hold them on conquest with the Papal sanction
and benediction. To this end priests of different orders
accompanied the several expeditions to India, and large
funds were appropriated for their services and mainten-
ance. Unfortunately, at an early date, violent measures